No StoneLeft Unturned
Part Three - Big Stone, Little Stone

Matthew 16:13

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he
asked. “Who do you say | am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And | tell you that you are Peter,
and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

Christ alone is the big stone who provides the foundation for the church.

1 Corinthians 3:21-4:1

So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or
Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future - all are yours, 23 and you
are of Christ, and Christ is of God. 4:1 So then, men ought to regard us as servants of
Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.

Little stones let us down.
1. Hypocrisy

Galatians 2:11-16

When Peter came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the
wrong. 12 Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when
they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he
was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him
in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 14 When | saw
that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, | said to Peter in front of them
all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you
force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 15 “We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile
sinners’ 16 know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in
Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.

2. Unreliability

Luke 22:60-61

While he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at
Peter. Then Peter remembered the word that the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the
rooster crows today, you will deny Me three times.”

3. Selfishness



Matthew 16:23
Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me;
you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

4. Fear

John 18:10
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, cutting off
his right ear.

5. Bigotry

Acts 10:11-15

He saw heaven open and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four
corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals and reptiles of the earth, as well as
birds of the air. 13 Then a voice said to him: “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!’14 “No, Lord!”
Peter answered. “I have never eaten anything impureor unclean.” 15 The voice spoke to
him a second time: “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”

Matthew 16:16
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

This foundation provides the church with a guarantee against the gates of hell.

Ephesians 1:17

| keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 | pray also that the
eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great
power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he
exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title
that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

The foundation Christ provides gives us authority as believers.
Matthew 16:19

| will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”



