The Trial
Part Four - Tried by Fire

1 Corinthians 3:13
And the quality of each person's work will be seen when the Day of Christ exposes it. For
on that Day fire will reveal everyone's work; the fire will test it and show its real quality.

Our final trial will take place before the Judgement Seat of Christ, when our works
will be tested by fire.

James 2:18
But someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me your faith without works
and | will show you faith by my works.

In light of this trial, we should strive to please the Judge.

2 Corinthians 5:9-10

So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

In light of this trial, we should make stones over straw decisions.

1 Corinthians 3:12-15

If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13
his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed
with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If what he has built
survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will
be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.

In light of this trial, we should be collecting crowns.

Revelations 4:10-11

(The twenty-four elders) lay their crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy, our
Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your
will they were created and have their being.”

Five Types of Crowns

1. The Crown of Life (The Martyr’s Crown)

Revelation 2:10
Be faithful, even to the point of death, and | will give you the crown of life.

Acts 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

2. The Crown of Glory (The Shepherd’s Crown)



1 Peter 5:2-4

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers - not because
you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but
eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.
4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never
fade away.

3. The Crown of Rejoicing (The Soul Winner’s Crown)

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20
For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord
Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy.

4. The Crown of Righteousness (The Watcher’s Crown)

1 Timothy 4:8

Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day - and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for
his appearing.

Titus 2:11-13

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to say
“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives
in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope - the glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ...

5. The Incorruptible Crown (The Victor’s Crown)

1 Corinthians 9:25-27

Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that
will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore, | do not run like a
man running aimlessly; | do not fight like a man beating the air. 27 No, | beat my body and
make it my slave so that after | have preached to others, | myself will not be disqualified for
the prize.



