
Three Anchors of Hope – Rusty Blann 

 

Romans 4:18–21 (NLT) 

Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would 
become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s how many 
descendants you will have!” 19 And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 
100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. 

20 Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and 
in this he brought glory to God. 21 He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever 
he promises.  

 

Hebrews 11:1 (KJV)  

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

 

Faith deals with deity, Hope deals with details. 

Faith is the education (Faith cometh by hearing, hearing by the Word of God)  Hope is the 
emotion! 

Faith finds it's foundation in God's Word. Hope is a mental attitude! 

Faith is the channel from which we receive miracles from Jesus.  Hope is the motivator 
that brings us to Jesus! 

Faith is related to miracles.  Hope is related to morale. 

Hope is the raw material from which faith builds the house. 

 

The three Hebrew men were thrown into the FIERY FURNACE BECAUSE THEY REFUSED 
TO BOW.  

They showed three things in their words to King Nebuchadnezzar: 

Faith:  Our God CAN 

Hope:  Our God WILL 

Trust:  But if not, I will serve Him still!   



 

Romans 15:13 (NKJV)  

"Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." 

 

The Greek word "elpis" (hope) carries a richer meaning than the simple English translation 
of "hope". It includes: 

Expectation: A confident expectation of something good in the future. 

Confidence: A sense of trust and assurance in this expectation. 

Active Anticipation: It's not passive longing, but an active anticipation tied to faith. 

 

Hebrews 6:19 (NKJV)   

“This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters 
the Presence behind the veil,” 

 

Romans 8:24-25 (NASB)  

“For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what 
he already sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, through perseverance we wait 
eagerly for it.” 

 

The ATTITUDE of Hope 

I may be HELPLESS, but I am not HOPELESS! 

 

Romans 4:18–19 (NLT)  

Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would 
become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s how many 
descendants you will have!” 19 And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 
100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb.  



 

Romans 8:15 (NKJV)  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”  

 

Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would 
become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, 

 

Genesis 16:13 (NKJV)  

Then she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are the God who sees”; for 
she said, “Have I also here seen Him who sees me?” 

 

Psalm 56:8 (NKJV)  

“You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book?” 

 

THE ATTITUDE OF HOPE IS:  I MAY BE HELPLESS, BUT I’M  NOT HOPELESS.   

 

The AWARENESS of Hope 

“The SEASON you are now in is not your DESTINY!  But your DESTINY demands that you 
go THROUGH this season!” 

 

Romans 4:18–21 (NLT)  

Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would 
become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s how many 
descendants you will have!” 19 And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 
100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. 

 

 



Genesis 8:22 (AMP)  

“While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease.” 

 

Matthew 15:22-27 (NLT)  

”A Gentile woman who lived there came to him, pleading, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son 
of David! For my daughter is possessed by a demon that torments her severely.” But Jesus 
gave her no reply, not even a word. Then his disciples urged him to send her away. But 
Jesus gave her no reply, not even a word. Then Jesus said to the woman, “I was sent only 
to help God’s lost sheep—the people of Israel.” But she came and worshiped him, 
pleading again, “Lord, help me!” Jesus responded, “It isn’t right to take food from the 
children and throw it to the dogs.” She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even dogs are 
allowed to eat the scraps that fall beneath their masters’ table.” 

 

Matthew 15:28 (NLT)  

“Dear woman,” Jesus said to her, “your faith is great. Your request is granted.” And her 
daughter was instantly healed. 

 

The silence of heaven “But Jesus gave her no reply, not even a word...” (Matthew 15:23) 

 

The wounds of the church (disciples) “…Tell her to go away,” they said. “She is bothering 
us with all her begging.” (Matthew 15:23) 

 

Not understanding God’s Ways “…I was sent only to help God’s lost sheep—the people of 
Israel.” But she came and worshiped him, pleading again, “Lord, help me!” (Matthew 15:24) 

 

The Words of Jesus “…It isn’t right to take food from the children and throw it to the dogs.” 
She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even dogs are allowed to eat the scraps that fall beneath 
their masters’ table.” (Matthew 15:26-27) 

 



Matthew 15:28 (NLT)  

“Dear woman,” Jesus said to her, “your faith is great. Your request is granted.” And her 
daughter was instantly healed. 

 

The ADVANCEMENT of Hope 

Something BEAUTIFUL will come out of this UGLINESS…in HIS time, not mine! 

 

Romans 4:20–21 (NLT)  

Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in 
this he brought glory to God. 21 He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he 
promises.  

 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (KJV)  

He hath made everything beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so 
that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.  

 

The Struggle is Necessary: The butterfly must push and struggle to emerge from its 
chrysalis. This struggle serves multiple vital purposes. 

 

Wing Development: As the butterfly pushes out, fluid is forced into its crumpled wings, 
helping them expand and unfurl. 

Strength Building: The struggle helps the butterfly develop the muscles it needs for flight 
and survival. 

Dangers of "Helping":  Well-meaning attempts to assist a butterfly by cutting the chrysalis 
open can actually harm or even kill it. The struggle is crucial for its development. 

 

Romans 15:13 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
OVERFLOW WITH HOPE by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  



 

Micah 7:8 (NLT)  

Do not gloat over me, my enemies! For though I fall, I will rise again. Though I sit in 
darkness, the Lord will be my light.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 (NLT)  

We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but 
not driven to despair. 9 We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get 
knocked down, but we are not destroyed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


